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SELECTIONS 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
- PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 3 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 3rd July, 1875. 


POLITICAL( DOMESTIC), 


The Riyag-ul- Akhbar of the 20th June points out the 
necessity of putting a atop to the malpractices of a particular 
class of men from the Panjab who go about cities and towns, 
and by pretending to be oculists cheat ignorant persons out of 
their money, and involve them in great misfortune. Every 
such mountebank should be suppressed unless he can produce 
a good medical certificate. 

A Mussooree correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the 
22nd June calls upon the municipal committee there to build 
a sarai near Kulhri bazaar, midway between Mussooree and 
Landaur, from municipal funds. For want of a sarai, Hin- 
dustanis who go to that sanatarium and have no friends or 
relatives there are put to great inconvenience. 


Another correspondent of the same paper mentions full 
praticulars of the plundering of the shigrams near mauza 
Panaithi (Aligarh), briefly noticed from the Lauh-t-Mahfuz in 
the Selections of the last week. Itis said that the dacoits were 
thirty in number, and that they wounded all the passengers 
and spoiled them of all their property at their leisure for 
about two hours, and that the police, although they were in 
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all probability on the spot, only came up when the robbers 
were running away with the spoils. The police sub-inspector 
has been deputed to make an inquiry. 

The writer regrets thut such cases should frequently hap- 


pen in this neighbourhood without steps taken by the Govern- 
ment to prevent them. } 


The Shola-i-Tur of the same date, in its local news 
columns says, that this week another mahajan has set up as 
a bankrupt, the: amount of his liabilities being Rs 38,000; 
and that he intends to compound with his creditors at eight 
annas in the rupee. | 


The Khair-Khwah-i-Alam of the 23rd June wonders why — , 


in Murri only all the members of ‘the municipal committee 
should be Europeans. This is highly prejudicial to the in- 
terests of the Hindustanis, and accounts for the indiscretion 
displayed in the distribution of money in aid of the sufferers 
by the late disastrous conflagration. While rich men who 
suffered no loss received Rs. 40 each, those who were com- 
pletely undone scarcely got Rs. 30. 


The same paper mentions the frightful prevalence of 
cholera in the Umballa district. In some villages the daily 
deaths have been twenty or more. The authorities are doing 
their best to check the disease. 


The Sudarshan Samachar of the 25th June has an article 
in the form of a drama, the object of which is to show that 
as justice is at present administered, such heavy expenses 
have to be incurred by litigants in the prosecution of suits in 
the English Courts of law in the shape of stamp fees, plead- 
ers’ fees, gifts to Court peons, that even the party in whose 
favour the case is decided is in reality a loser by it. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 26th J une, and the Ataltk-1- 
Hind of the same date, notice the improper conduct of 
European at Simla, who entered a mosque wearing shoes and 
attended by his dogs, and thus violated the sanctity of the 
place, despite the entreaties of the ministers of the shrine. It 
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is ‘remarked that such acts on the part of some Europeans 
create disaffection and religious animosity m the minds of 
the Hindustanis, the consequences of which cannot but be 
extremely injurious or at least discreditable to a Govern- 
ment which professes the toleration policy, and depends so 
much upon the friendly disposition of its conquered subjects, 
who have in fact learned under it to understand and value 
their privileges. 

The Atalik-t-Hind of the same date reviews the statements 
which appeared in the recent issues of the Dladras Times, the 
Englishman, and the Intelligencer on the need of adopting 
measures for the better education of native practitioners in 
medicine. The editor agrees in the opinion of his contem- 
poraries that these men should be required to pass an exami- 
nation to be conducted by competent medical men under the 
authority of municipal committees, but does not approve of 
the Englishman’s suggestion that Hindustanis should be forced 
to use English medicines, which do not always agree with 
them, and are, besides, toc dear to be commonly within their 
reach. pe 
The Koh-i-Nur of the same date draws attention to the 
frequency of robberies in Rohtak (Panjab), and mentions four 
recent cases. In one of these, five camels loaded with mer- 
chandise were captured by robbers between mauza Kalanwar 
and Kheri Sampal ; while in the other three, which happened 
at Guhana, property valued severally at Rs. 2,300, Rs. 1,000, 
and a smaller sum, was carried off. 

The Hindu Prakash of the 28th June, in its local news 
columns, draws-the attention of the municipal committee of 
Airitsar to the state of the tank called Santokhsar. very 
month two or three persons are drowned in it; while its 
southern side lying near the Peshawaris’ Dharmsala is used. 
as a public urinary. 

-. A correspondent of the Wakil-i-Hindustan of the same 
date complains of the dangerous state of the ferry at Baro- 
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wal in Amritsar district, and: calls upon ‘the smnisipal eom- 
mittee of the town to set it right. - 


The same paper notices the misconduct of certain Chris- 
tian converts of the Amritsar Church Mission. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 27 th June, in an article pom 
buted by a correspondent, invites attention to the degraded 
position of tahsildars, who have no power to appoint or dis- 
miss any of their subordinates. This power should now be 
vested in them. 


The Sadadarsh of the 28th June animadverts on the 
nominations made by the chief court of the Panjab to the 
munsifships created under the judicial organization scheme. 
After remarking that as the operation of the Bengal Civil 
Courts Act is confined to the Lower and North-Western 
Provinces, there was no legal obligation on the Panjab 
Government to consult the judges of the chief court, the 
editor proceeds as follows :— 


_“ When the scheme was first sanctioned, we expressed our 
apprehensions that commissioners and deputy commissioners 
would exert their best influence to get their favourite tahsil- 
dars and ministerial officers pitchforked into the newly-created 
munsifships, and that the pressure would be too much fcr 
the local Government to resist. We thought it our duty 
to advocate the claims of educated native gentlemen to these 
coveted offices, on the ground that the measure would at 
once raise the tone of the subordinate judicial courts and 
give an impetus to the course of high education in ‘the pro- 
vince. The Viceroy was pleased to take the same view of 
the subject, in the speech delivered by him in the darbar 
recently held at Delhi. His Excellency remarked that the 
new munsifships would afford an excellent field for-the useful © 
employment of the well-educated natives of the Panjab. 
After this emphatic official assurance it was strongly hoped 
that: the appointments would not.be wasted on men of the tah- 
sildar. and amla class, when many well-edugated men. werg 
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much: in want. of suitable appointments. Unfortunately, 
however, out of the seventy-seven persons nominated by the 
chief court, thirty-seven, or nearly one-half, come from the 
class of tahsildars and naib tahsildars, while twenty-three are 
furnished by the amla. It thus appears that nearly two-thirds 

of the nominees come from the two classes of public servants in 
whom the public have the least confidence. ‘These men have, 
indeed, experience, but that may as readily be a disadvantage 
as an advantage ; and certainly they have not had their intel- 

lects expanded and strengthened by a good education. In 
Bengal the subordinate judicial service has for thirteen years 
been recruited from the university, and it is now one of the 
best in the world. We expect Sir H. Davies follow the same 
policy, else he will bring six years of good administration 
to but a sorry close.’’ 


The same paper comments on the statement made by a 
correspondent of the London Daily News that such disaffection 
is at present prevailing in India, not only among the Hindus 
and Musalmans, but -also among the Mahrattas, as has never 
been known to exist since the mutiny of 1857, and that un- 
less steps are taken betimes for removing it, the consequences 
may be very serious. The editor remarks that this disaffection 
is nothing more than the unhappiness of the people in their 
helpless condition, and that English journalists are wrong in 
interpreting it to be a proof of their disloyalty. It may be 
that they are grieved to find themselves deprived of their just 
rights and privileges, to see the wealth of their country drained 
by a foreign nation, and its arts and trades on the decline; to 
find that their complaints and grievances are not properly 
attended to by the courts of justice and other authorities ; or to 
observe that they are unreasonably shut out from the higher 
offices in the public service. But all this bespeaks grief and 
disappointment rather than any rebellious spirit in the people. 
Their object in preferring complaints is not to throw off the 
yoke of the English Gevernment, but to seek redress at its 
hands. If Government wishes to remove all disaffection and. 
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discontent among its subjects, it should — study to do 
full justice to them. 

: The Shola-i-Tur of the 29th June has an article contri- 
buted by a correspondent on the pitiable state of the subor- 
dinate officials of tahsils. The writer begins by stating that an 
order was lately issued in one of the districts of the Jhansi 
division, by which all the naib-tahsildars were required to 
pass the tahsildar’s examination, and that those of them who 
passed received no reward, while others who failed were 
dismissed from their post. He wonders why, when the three 
districts are similarly situated, the operation of the order 
was confined to one of them, and then goes on to say that 
the hopes which were entertained by the examinees, that 
when any tahsildarship fell vacant they would be appointed 
to it, are so far from being realized that they are not even 
appointed officiating tahsildars. When a tahsildar takes 
privilege leave, his naib is appointed tahsildar in charge, 
without being allowed any remuneration, but when any 
chance occurs of his promotion to tahsildarship, his claims 
are set aside, and the appointment is given away to an 
outsider, who is a dependant of the sudder office. The same 
is the case with the other subordinate servants of tahsils, 
such as the siyahanavis, wasilbakinavis, &c., who stay on 


in the same post for years together without getting any pro- 
motion. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 30th June supports the views 
expressed in a recent issue of the Panjabi Akhbar (vide pages 
283-84 of the Selections for the week ending 19th June) 
as to the need of amending the law giving unwarrantable 
liberty of- action to women, The editor adds that if this be 
not done, a committee consisting of. the gentlemen of each 


mohalla should be appointed in every distriet for checking 
obscenity and immorality. 


The same paper of the 2nd July has learnt from trust- 
worthy sources that the itinerant cloth.merchants , of whom: 
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mention has more than once been made in the Selections, are 
now collecting their dues by all kinds of tortures and 
severities. In one case a poor woman had to sell her nose- 
ring to satisfy their demands. The editor has been informed 
that these men are the agents of some mahajans of Agra and 
other cities, who procure cheap cloth from Bombay and 
engage them to sell it; and he calls upon Government to 
make an inquiry, and to prohibit the unlawful trade, and 
bring the offenders to justice. 

The Urdu Delhi Gazette of the 3rd July mentions an 
important theft of property of the value of Rs. 1,300 in the 
house of a sahukar in Benares city. The police are making 
enquiries. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Akhbar-i- Alam of the 24th June republishes from the 
Times of India a description of the wrestling matches and 
rhinoceros, ram, and buffalo fights which recently came off 
at Baroda. The editor remarks that when at the very com- 
mencement of his reign the new Gaekwar indulges in such 


cruel sports and frivolities, there is every reason to hope that 


his future career will be characterized by worse atrocities. 
He adds that, if in the Governor-General’s eye Maharaja 


Malhar Rao’s conduct was blameable and deserved the 


punishment. of’ deposition, surely acts such as these are 
equally culpable, and strongly censures Sir T. Madhav 
Rao and Sir Richard Meade for having designed and patron- 
ized such cruel amusements. 


The Atalik-i-Hind of the 26th June, in a long article, 
dwells on the usefulness of executive councils, and advises the 
Indian chiefs and princes to appoint such councils in their 
states, which should be composed of the educated and civilized 
scholars of the day, and of old and experienced personages. 


The Meerut Gazette of the same date learns from the Tuhfa 
i-Kashmir that, considering the somewhat declining state of 
the shaw] trade in his state, the Maharaja of Kashmir has been 


ek RR” oR IE en Tee tae MS A 


es — 
cece aa 


= _— ie Ss _ Ee ee Te — — ” , . oes ee . : ate a ee ee — — — . ns : 
: , 7 = . rr: (a a a Re an " ae , es . : = 6 - = se sae _ v 
F " Sia oy * be Santas Z oe a ote: tt 2S 2 i > , ee oe oy 2 eyes & % ae 2 . Ts 2% 2 a . 
. ” ¥ " on - . , “ a . . a - 2 - — = -_ Da ae =. «. ea. ae . Bs a) wae Piven ws 
" . Ae TE Gisela PRN: F ’ pCR eng RAK: . tain Rate pel st ——n ‘ ee ane es ee ’ T26 - - r oN “ ne eT “x lee at — — ee - 
eal ¥ ae — 
PRES I A OE hy CE LESS SEY NER SE LAT ER IN A x.y CS siat hg ap tere BI aie oc A, ete a ee eee - : ox se ’ OT “ - 3 
, < . pr sa > . Seo . ps = . " 
o : ‘ oer» ee ee moe ” s 
= wage —s  aten hs ath secler jn eee ae “ Pee ene ee - ” Part Pe - ; . " . ‘ - 2 A 
“ Ey x wee oa perry Be mx a .. ee ae a > —" ee 4 - ¥ 
* 


( 330 ) 


pleased, ont of sympathy to thie shawl-weavers, to order woolleri 
fabrics to the value of 24 lakhs to be prepared for him. 


The Wakil-i-Hindustan of the same date learns from a 
trustworthy correspondent at Srinagar (Kashmir) that, in 
order to extort confession from two persons accused of theft, 
the leading officer there ordered 150 and 160 stripes severally 
to be inflicted on them, and on their still persisting in a 
denial sent them to prison, where they soon died. The 
editor contrasts this state of things with the policy of the 
English Government, under which such unlawful severities 
are punished by imprisonment for fourteen years; and hopes 
that the Maharaja of Kashmir and his prime minister will 
inflict a heavy punishment on the officer 1 in fault. 


— The Vritt Dhara of the 28th June commends the case 
of Rani Rakhma Bai of Baroda, who is residing at Nasik 
(Bombay) to the favourable consideration of Government. 
No provision has yet been made for her maintenance, in con- 
sequence of which she js in great distress. It is incumbent 
on the Government to issue speedy orders for the restoration 


of the allowance assigned to her in rad time of Maharaja 
Khande Rao. 


The Khair-Khwah-t-Alam of the 30th June iii a 
serious case of dacoity at Sobhasar, a tank near Narnaul in 
Patiala territory, in which several persons were severely 
wounded, and one of whom is in a precarious state, The 


police got timely information of the incident, but remained: 
neutral. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


A Mussooree correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the 
22nd June points out the need of the appointment, on a good 
salary, of an able teacher knowing English, Persian, and Hindi 
in the school which has been established there by the muni- 


cipal committee for the benefit of sHaceaienle, and in which 
Urdu alone is now taught, 
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.- Another correspondent of ‘the same paper complains of 
the great delay which ensues in the publication of the results 
of the written middle class vernacular examination. The 
examination is held in November, but the result is not known 
till June; although the result of the Calcutia University 
examination is published within a week after its termination. 
Such delay is extremely injurious in yarious ways, and it 
is high time that the attention of the Director of Public 
Instruction be directed to it, 


A third correspondent of the same paper objects to the 


high rate of monthly fee (Rs. 20) fixed by the Muhammadan 
Angilo-Oriental Committee to be paid by each boarder of the 


elementary school recently opened by it at Aligarh; and sug 
gests that this fee should vary from Rs. 3 to Rs. 20, according 


to the means of the parents or guardians of the pupils, in. 


order that all classes of Musalmans, poor as well as rich, may 
derive benefit from the- school which has been menceane 
expressly for their good. : 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 26th June regrets that 


the teachers of the Hindu school at Lahore, an institution 


supported by the Maharaja of Kashmir, are not regularly 
paid. This is extremely injurious to the prospects of the 


school which are at present ae The ne should look. 
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The'same paper welcomes ‘the monthly Arabic journal 
started at’ Lahore by the Panjab University on the 29th 


May, but thinks it inferior in merits to the Naf’-ul-Azim 
published in the same ty, and waded creditable to the 


University. 


The Hindu Prakash of the same date, in’ ari article com- 
municated by a correspondent, suggests that, in order to 
induce: teachers ‘of ‘schools and colleges to improve: their 
knowledge, which is-often limited, Government should assign 
a-certain number of prizes every year. to be competed for by 
teachers of all schools and colleges at 3 genera] examination. 
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Accorrespondent of the Aligarh: Institute’ Gasette tmade 
a similar ‘suggestion ‘some time ago. His remarks were as 
fullows:— oe vce andes 
“ Private study is the only key to self-improvement, and 
a taste for it can only be fostered by holding out inducements 
and providing facilities for the cultivation of literature. 
Nothing has as yet been done by Government‘in this direction. 
No libraries are to be found even in zila schools, the educa- 
tion centres of districts. To European servants of the 
Educational: Department, Government has, indeed, assigned 
liberal rewards for passing vernacular tests, but no such 
inducements are held ouf to native educational servants for 
improving their knowledge of English.” 
~ The Akmal-ul-Akhbar of the 27th, and the Oudh Akhbar 
of the 30th June, publish long articles condemning the pro- 
posal of abolishing the Delhi College, and amalgamating it 
with the Lahore College. The drift is much the same as of 
the articles on this subject noticed at length in the Seléctions 
for the week ending 19th June. It is suggésted that if in- 
sufficiency of funds has led to the proposal, they should be 
made up for from some other source, and that a portion of 
the Itimad-ud-daula Endowment Fund might be: utilized for 
strengthening the college staff. 

A correspondent of the Marwar Gazette of the 28th June 
welcomes the establishment of an anglo-vernacular school 
at Mahaban (Muttra) by subscriptions raised by the tabsildar, 
hut objects to the tahsildar’s high rate of tuition-fee, Rs. 3 
per pupil, as likely to impede the progress of the school. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Hindu Prakash of the 26th June, and the Wakil-i- 
Hindustan of the same date, notice an important religious 
dispute which has arisen between the Wabhabis and the Sunnis 
of Amritsar city. Discussions on religious subjects—such ‘as 
the prophetic office of Muhammad, the holiness of the saints, 
the worshipping of tombs, &c.,—have for some time past been 
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going on between the two sects, till the legality of burning 
the leaves of thé Karan was urged by the Wahhabis,-and at 
9 p.m. on the 15th June, when most of the bazar men had 
gone to a fair, they actually.burnt a new.printed copy of that 
holy book. The case was referred to the honorary magis- 
trates of the city, but was subsequently transferred to the 
deputy commissioner’s court. Both the local journals agree 
in condemning the conduct of the Wahhabis as.shown on 
this and other ‘similar occasions, and remark that when it 
is remembered that the Sunnis as well as the Shias, who 
eompose by far the greatest. portion .of the. Muhammadan 
community (for instance in Amritsar, out of the. 55,000 
Musalmans upwards of. 54,000 belong to those. sects, while 
only about 1,000 are Wahhabis), deem the burning of the 
Kuran a capital sin; that among all sects of the Musalmans 
the proper ways for disposing of. separate leaves of that 
sacred book are by consignment of them to a well or river, 
or the burial of them in some safe place, &, and that even 
the | Tahrik-ul-Aurak of Maulavi Ghulam Ali allows the 
burning of such leaves only in case they are torn or rotten ;— 
the burning of the Kuran in the manner above described 
cannot but be regarded as.a grave offence. 
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